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. READING COMPREHENSION
A. The text

O It's not often that you are so clearly presented with two diverging roads of possibility, of two
stark choices of where you want to go with your life. In another reality, possibly | would be
likely living in New York, comfortable and working hard, near my family and friends, and
counting down the days until my meager vacation hours kicked in. But instead, | wanted
something else and | took it.

@® By the time | hit my 20’s, | took my first leap of faith and moved to Spain to teach English.
There, | soon realized | wanted to have a life of travel. | wanted to write and share my stories
with the world. My little travel blog Young Adventuress, which | had created on a whim, was
exploding with possibilities.

©® Once that fire was ignited in my heart, there was no turning back, and | knew | was not
ready to go down the path that was expected of me. | realized | had to choose between going
back to the familiar, or jumping off a cliff into the unknown. | looked deep within myself and, for
the first time, found the courage to put my dreams before everyone else, to truly believe in
myself and what | could accomplish —and | jumped.

® Within the span of a few years, | managed to turn my travel blog and Instagram into one of
the biggest independent travel communities on earth, with a six-figure business and a team of
people working for me. My once-childish dreams of travel have all manifested themselves into

reality. | managed to construct a career for myself that allows me the creative freedom I've
always wanted.

https://i.stuff.co.nz/travel/kiwi...
By Liz Carlson
Sep 07, 2019
(adapted)
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B. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (12 marks)

1:

Tick M the right option. (1 mark)

The text is mainly about a woman who quit her job to
a. go back to school O

b. tour the world 0O

c. break out of routines O

. For each of the following statements pick out one detail from the text showing that it is

FALSE. (2 marks)
a. The narrator used to enjoy long high-quality holidays. (paragraph 1)

Focus on paragraph 4 and find three details showing that the narrator’s blog was a
success. (3 marks)

Find in the text words or expressions meaning nearly the same as: (2 marks)
a. without planning and preparation (paragraph 2) =

b. achieve or complete successfully (paragraph 3) = .....cciciiiiiiiiiiiviniiiiniiiiniausnae s

Circle the two adjectives that best describe the narrator. (2 marks)

a. brave b. frustrated c. venturous d. greedy

. What does the underlined word in the text refer to? (1 mark)

There(paradraphi2) referS 0l s s s el e Dl e e LR ek i s
Give a personal and justified answer to the following question. (1 mark)
Do you think the narrator’s decision to quit her job was wise? Why? Why not?

ERI Rk A Lo i Edlitsirs s 0oV ar 0 I B LIl eb sl T s o DECALISE. o o i ey

...........................................................................................................................
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Ne rien écrire ici

Il. WRITING (12 marks)
1. Use the notes in the table below to write a 4-line paragraph about the Consumer

Electronics Show (CES). (4 marks)

Occurrence | 3-day event / every year / January

Venue Las Vegas Convention Centre / USA

Organiser Consumer Technology Association (CTA)

- introduce breakthrough technologies / global innovators

- enable world’s biggest brands / do business / meet new partners

Aims

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

2. Edward, 54, posted the following on his Facebook page: ‘
“Many colleges and organizations are now heavily focused on encouraging older adults to

return to school; that's why, I'm considering furthering my education but | think I'm too old for
school. Please help.”

Write a 12-line post to Edward to tell him that it is never late to learn. Support your point
of view with 3 sound arguments at least. (8 marks)

...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................
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Ne rien écrire ici

Ill. LANGUAGE (6 marks)
1. Fill in the blanks with 6 words from the box below. (3 marks)

convenience / whereas / available / while / ranked / remotely / dealing / to

Thanks to the rapid advancement of technology, online learning is a part of many institutions' course
offerings around the world. Offered by some of the world’s highest .............................. institutions,
online learning offers you all the perks of attending your dream university, with the added

.............................. of alearning experience tailored to your schedule. With courses

.............................. in almost every subject, and flexible timetables, students are increasingly

turning to online learning as a viable alternative ................... N on-campus study. It could
allow you to study abroad .............................. , at a university not in your home country! Advances
in technology now allow students to study entirely online .....................c....... still socializing with

classmates, watching lectures and participating in subject-specific discussions.

2. Circle the right option. (3 marks)

The smart connected home is the next stage in the evolution of our homes and how we interact with
them. Just as lighting (will go / had gone / has gone) from candles, to gas, to electricity, so are the
many systems in our homes evolving as technology (declines / advances / increases). In the case
of lighting, the next stage is smart wireless control, so you (no longer / any longer / any more) have
to flip a switch: the smart home will do it for you using motion sensors, or by (answering /
responding / confirming) to a voice command. While this new technology may seem daunting and
complicated, the (adventure / advent / admission) of the artificially intelligent assistant and voice
control has made it a lot (easy / easiest / easier) to adopt. So, when considering any new connected

gadget for your home consider first what system you want to use to control it.
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