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A.READING COMPREHENSION (15 marks)
THE TEXT

1. Since | started going there in 3rd grade, | was the only deaf child at Blue Creek Elementary School
in the small and quiet town of Latham, New York. From almost the first day there, the other kids taunted me
and called me names mainly because of my hearing aid and the way | talked. | remember thinking, ‘What
have | done wrong ?' | experienced great anxiety throughout Elementary School because, in addition to the
problems of fitting in’ with the other students, | also struggled mightily with most of my school work.

2. My hearing disability required me to constantly ask everyone, ‘What did he/she say?’ | worried
that everyone would soon grow tired of repeating everything back to me. Fitting in was so important to me

that every time people around me laughed or smiled, | did the same even though | usually had no idea what
was going on.

3. When the kids made fun of me, | internalized all of it. | was sure | was a bad person; | felt |
deserved their sneer. Although on the surface, | was a sociable, outgoing and ‘happy-go-lucky,” in reality, my
self- esteem was quite low. Mrs. Jordan, my fifth grade teacher, changed all of that with a simple three-word
phrase. One morning, she asked the class a question,

4. | read her lips from my front-row seat and immediately raised my hand. | couldn’t believe it- for
once | knew the answer. But, when she called on me, | was afraid. Here was an opportunity to impress the
powerful teacher and show her | was worthy of her love. Maybe even impress my classmates a little. | didn’t
want to blow it. Despite my fears, | felt uncharacteristically confident because — for once- | was sure | had the

right answer. | took a deep breath and nervously answered Mrs. Jordan’s question. | will never forget what
happened next.

5. Her response was explosive. It startled all of us. Mrs. Jordan enthusiastically slammed her right
foot on the floor and moved her right finger quickly in a full circle until it pointed at me. With sparkling eyes
and a wide smile she cried, THAT'S RIGHT STEPHEN!'

6. | decided right then and there that | would make a place for myself in this world. No matter how
many obstacles | might encounter in life, | knew | could overcome them. A simple three-word phrase delivered
with incredible enthusiasm had totally transformed my young life. THAT'S RIGHT STEPHEN!’

By Stephen J. Hopson

Abridged from: WWW.MotivateUs.com
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COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1) Complete the table with the appropriate details from par.1. (3 marks)

Name Stephen

Nationality American

Physical disability B iisisssiciibaneaissiioiniivisy siisns siania et AR TOR o e

Problems at Elementary School B e acrsonmmsgmonapnansnasmsnsasnonnensnevshy i s NS
s adives oo e e e RN S A s

2) The following statements are false. Correct them with details from the text. (2 marks)

a. Stephen reacted violently when other pupils made fun of him.(par.3)

.....................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

3) Read the list below and complete the table with 4 (four) adjectives that best descnbe
Stephen. ( 4 marks)
[ Faithful/ anxious/ irresponsible/ determined/ self-confident/ insecure/ stubborn

Before answering the teacher’s question After answering the teacher’s question
B o A R B i e obR oo Ay b st
S B L
4) Find words in the text meaning the same as.( 3 marks)
B U DS et it e Y Al i i i S aai daNien dov s viovddan sus sk spe e oSS :
b. Unpleasant look, smile or comment (Par.3).......ccimminmmms s s .
C. Hit With fOrCe (Par.5)..cecuescsessrcssrassssrsusssesasasnassesssssansassasassesasasassssasassassssesissasassassussrare .

5) What do the following underlined words in the text refer to? (2 marks)

2. 38 SEME (DT 2) TEIEIS RO e svvsminsnmivmissismissirearadsissinrassssssssss siamm seaiodssssises y
b. them (Par:6) Tefers X0 it st isiatuismsswossis s i iR oo s saassss "

6) Give a personal justified answer to the following question. (1 mark)

Do you think Stephen’s parents were right when they sent him to an ordinary school?
Why or why not?

............................................................................................................................................................



B. WRITING (15 Marks)

1) Use the notes below to write a biography of Wangari Maathai. ( 5 marks)

Birth Kenya/ 1 April, 1940.
Education Ph.D veterinary anatomy
Fields of interest environmentalist/political activist/ Green Belt Movement/

environmental, non- governmental organization/
the planting of trees/environmental conservation/women’s rights

Awards Nobel Peace Prize, 2004/ reasons: contribution to sustainable
development, democracy and peace
Death Nairobi, Kenya/ 25 September, 2011.

..................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

2) School violence is a widespread problem. Write a 12-line article for your school magazine
in which you state the harmful effects of school violence and suggest ways to avoid
violence and enjoy a peaceful school life.( 10 marks)

DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME OR SIGN THE ARTICLE

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

..................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................



C. LANGUAGE (10 marks)

1) Fill in the blanks with words from the box. (3 marks)

Hinder / inevitable / stress / about / why / increase / determined / when

| was fifteen when | started smoking. My friends and my parents were smoking, so it was
v that 1 should smoke. | found out that | enjoyed smoking and that it relaxed me, But |
Was WOTTIEd......coevreeevereennns the effects of smoking on my health and my family. This came out when my
children started asking ... daddy was going outside all the time. The critical time came
when | was informed at the age of 40 that | had 2 types of diabetes and that quitting smoking
wooulds. sy my chances of living longer. | made up my mind to quit then. But it took me at
least a year and a half to finally do it. | tried to guit several times but gave in to temptation or to
...................... . So | went to talk to my doctor for help. | have been now smoke-free for seven months. |
AN vt not to pick up the habit again with a little help from the doctors.

2) Circle the right alternative. (3.5 marks)

Lifelong learning is the lifelong, voluntary, and self-motivated pursuit of knowledge for either
personal or professional reasons. As such it not only (boosts/ hampers/ assesses) social inclusion,
active citizenship and personal development, but also competitiveness and employability. The term
recognizes that learning is not (confined/ combined/ ignored) to childhood or the classroom, but
(has taken/ takes/ to take) place throughout life and in a range of situations. During the last fifty
years, constant scientific and (technologically/ technology/ technological) innovation and change
has had a profound effect (in/ on/ of) learning needs and styles. Learning is (no/ any/ not) longer
limited to knowledge acquisition and a specific place. (Although/ Instead/ Unlike), learning is seen
as something that takes place on an on-going basis from our daily interactions with others.

3) Supply the right tense or form of the bracketed words. (3.5 marks)

Facebook is the world’s largest social network. There are 845 million active (use) ......c.ccco...

around the world, and (rough)...........ccccourunnne 200 million in the United States, or two-thirds of the
population.

Created in 2004 by Mark Zuckerberg in his dorm room at Harvard, Facebook
(Brow)....ceveevrereenennne from being a simple site for college students into a popular platform that is used
to sell cars and movies, win over voters in presidential (elect).........c.ccoeo.e. and organize protest
movements, It offers advertisers a (globe)...........c.coceeuene. platform. Facebook (take)...........cccevnvee its first
step toward becoming a publicly traded company in February 2012, when it filed to sell shares on the
stock market. The service is soon to be the (large)..........cccccceuunnnce. initial internet public offering ever.
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